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[Tue following essays are taken from the Religious Instructer, or 
Church of England Magazine, a work which we noticed in our Num- 
ber for July, 1823, p. 217. They are, we think, calculated to be 
highly useful, and we earnestly recommend them to the attention of 
eur readers. } 


ESSAYS ON THE LITURGY. No. I. 
ON THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF FORMS OF PRAYER. 


“* What mean ye by this service.” Exod, xii. 26. 
“ That thou mightest know the certainty of those things wherein thou 
hast been instructed.” Luke i. 4. 


"Tue Book of Common Prayer is confessedly the most excellent of 
all human and uninspired compositions, We might therefore suppose 
that it would be well examined and understood by those who con- 
tinually enjoy the advantages afforded by it to the humble and devout 
Christian, who desires to pray with the spirit and with the under- 
standing also. Such persuasion, however, would be incorrect. Among 
the multitudes by whom it is possessed, comparatively few understand 
its claims upon their regard and veneration. Tue Reticriovs In- 
STRUCTER will endeavour, according to its ability, to remove this ig- 
norance ; it will aim, not merely to show both teachers and scholars 
how they may give an answer to every man that asketh them a rea- 
son of the hope that is in them, concerning the great truths of salva- 
tion; but also, how they may understand their privileges, as members 
of a Church by which they are so admirably assisted to worship God 
in spirit and in truth. 

The liturgy might indeed expect to be valued and loved upon the 
plain ground of its own intrinsick beauty and spirituality. To those, 
however, who desire to “ask for the good old paths,” and to walk 
therein, that they may find rest to their souls, it may be instructive to 
begin our remarks with a very short and summary inquiry into the ori- 
gin and antiquity of forms of prayer. The subject may not be without 
its use even to those, who, in days of innovation like the present, 
when every thing venerable for its antiquity is deented unfit for mo- 
dern use, and condemned by modern refinement, consider the liturgy 
of the Church of England, and every other form of sound words, un- 
worthy of their respect and adoption : for if it can be shown that forms 
were used in the early ages of the world, that they were commanded 
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by God himself, and used in obedience to his authority, by men un- 
deniably influenced and inspired by the Holy Ghost, we shall at once 
do much to establish the important fact, that they are lawful in them- 
selves——expedient for us—and acceptable to God. ‘The only remaining 
question for consideration will then be, whether the liturgy of the 
Church of England be not built upon the aposiles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone : and therefore whether its 
adoption and use be not equally our duty and our privilege ? 

I. If any class of persons could be described, to whom forms of 
prayer were more unnecessary than to others, those great and gifted 
men whom the Most High commissioned to instruct and enlighten 
their ignorant and sinful brethren; on whom his Spirit rested in its 
greatest measure, and to whom bis will was most plainly revealed, 
must be so considered ; these men, however, received such forms at 
the hand of God himself,—they used them in acts of worship among 
the people to whom~ they were appointed the spiritual pastors ; they 
handed them down for our instruction, in the scriptures of truth ; and 
we cannot, therefore, with justice be blamed for imitating those forms 
of prayer and praise which holy men of old spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

The first act of solemn publick worship recorded in scripture, is a 
hymn of praise, written by Moses, when Israel was so miraculously 
delivered from the hand of Pharaoh and the Egyptians at the Red Sea. 
It was sung alternately by the men, with Moses, and by the women 
with Miriam at their head. Exodus xv. 21. It must, therefore, have 
been a precomposed form of thanksgiving to Almighty God; for un- 
less the singers had previously committed it to memory, or held it 
written in their hands, they could not possibly have used it in the 
manner described by the sacred historian. When David brought the 
ark from the house of Obed-Edom, to the tent which he bad pitched 
for it in Jerusalem, he composed a form of prayer and praise, select- 
ed from different psalms, and gave it to Asaph, for the use of the 
whole assembly, (compare J Chron. xvi. 7—36 with Psalm ev. 1—15, 
Psalm cxvi. 1—13, Psalm cxxxvi. 1, and Psalm cvi. 47, 48.) The 
whole book of Psalms, indeed, is a prescribed form, indited by 
David, under the direct influence and inspiration of the Holy Spi- 
rit, not only to assist and warm his own private devotion with a flame 
enkindled in heaven, but to direct and animate the general and pub- 
lick worship of God in the tabernacle and temple. In the following 
ages these most beautiful and spiritual compositions were used as 
forms of devotion by the Jewish church. Hezekiah [so appointed 
them, when he restored the temple worship, which had been inter- 
rupted in the days of Ahaz. 2 Chron. xxix. 30. Ezra, whose memo- 
ry bas always been held in the highest esteem, and who, though not 
expressly styled g prophet, certainly wrote under the influence of the 
Holy Ghost, enjoined the use of Psalms, when the foundations of the 
second temple were laid, after the return of Judah from captivity. 
Ezra iii. 10, 11. In addition to this evidence, it has been amply 
proved by learned men, that the Jews used stated prayers, which 
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were arranged nearly in the order of our liturgy ; and the method of 
their hymns and supplications has been satisfactorily described. If 
then it be plain from the sacred history, that holy men, inspired by 
God himself, and raised in the order of his providence to eminent 
stations in the ancient Church, worshipped him in established forms 
of prayer, the consequence is unavoidable ; such forms cannot be 
contradictory to the spirit of religion; nor to the mode in which a 
sinner in search of mercy should draw nigh the throne of Almighty 
power, and infinite love. 

II]. We have seen that men inspired by the Holy Ghost were ac- 
customed to worship God in forms of prayer; and let it not be for- 
gotten that their practice is justified by the express and positive in- 
junction of God himself, upon various occasions. Jehovah prescribed 
the very words in which the priest should solemnly bless the people ; 
and declared that they should not be used in vain. * On this wise 
ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, the Lord bless 
thee and keep thee ; the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children 
of Israel, and I will bless them.”” Numb. vi. 23—27. When a man 
that had been slain was found, inquisition was to be made for his 
blood; and the elders of the city that was nearest to the body, 
were to make a solemn affirmation before God, that they knew not 
the murderer; and to implore deliverance from the divine ven- 
geance, in a set form of prayer. Deut. xxi. 7, 8. At the offering 
of the first fruits there were forms of worship of considerable 
length, which every offerer was commanded to use as bis expression of 
thanksgiving to God. Deut. xxvi, 3, 5, 10, 13, 15, The curses to 
be denounced from Mount Ebal, to which all the people were com- 
manded to say Amen, were forms which Joshua and all the people 
used, when they obtained possession of the promised land. Deut. 
xxvii. 14, 15. Josh. viii. 33—35. God himself prescribes the very 
words of prayer to be used by the penitent Jews, and promises that 
if they are adopted, in the spirit of a we contrition, he will heal the 
backslidings of his people. Hosea xiv. 2—4. 

From this short, but comprehensive ‘dled it surely follows, that 
if the Jews, while ‘they remained exclusively the people of God, used 
forms of prayer, composed by men to whom the Holy Spirit was plain- 
ly vouchsafed—if in a variety of instances, the very words which 
should be used were dictated by Jehovah himself, and used by divine 
direction—and if God was worshipped acceptably by such forms in 
publick devotion, then a prescribed liturgy is no mark of an unscrip- 
tural Church ; on the contrary, its origin is divine, its antiquity re- 
mote, its use approved by an authority from which lies no appeal. 
Nor can one instance be found, under any part of the legal dispensa- 
tion, to prove either that forms of prayer were displeasing to God, or 
that their use was doubted by the most wise and holy men who lived 
before the advent of the incarnate Saviour of the world. 
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No. Ul. 


ON THE ANTIQUITY OF FORMS OF PRAYER. 


Tue divinely appointed, and acceptable use of forms of prayer in the 
ancient Jewish church, has been already sufficiently proved. It may, 
however, be objected, that although they might be suitable to that 
dispensation, which consisted altogether of ceremonial rites and ordi- 
nances, they are neither commanded by the authority of God under 
the gospel covenant, nor agreeable to the spirituality of Christian 
worship. The history and experience of the Redeemer’s church, in 
every age of it, since he became incarnate and died for man, will, 
however, disprove the objection. There can be no doubt that our 
blessed Lord continued to the end of his life in communion with the 
Jewish church. It is undeniable, that he and his apostles duly fre- 
quented the temple worship, where forms were undeniably used ; yet 
neither he nor they reproved the people for forms of prayer, but mere- 
ly because they were used without devotion. (Mark xv. 8, 9.) The 
Lord’s prayer was commanded by him to be used not merely as a 
model, but asa form of prayer. Matt. vi. 9. Luke xi. 2. Ancient 
writers affirm it to have been used as a prescribed form by the apos- 
tles and all believers, and above one hundred testimonies to that ef- 
fect have been collected. It is by them styled, ‘* The lawful prayer,”’ 
**the daily prayer,” ‘the prayer established and brought in by 
Christ.”” There is no weight in the objection, that we do not read in 
the New Testament of its being used as a form. We are not told 
that the apostles ever baptized persons in the name of the Father or 
of the Holy Ghost, and yet there can be no doubt that such was their 
constant practice. 

The hymn which the Son of God himself sang with his disciples, 
immediately after he had instituted the last supper, was taken ac- 
cording to the universal consent of Jewish antiquity, from the 113th 
to the 118th Psalms, inclusive. The prayer, during the agony in the 
garden of Gethsemane, was undoubtedly a form, since the suffering 
Redeemer thrice repeated the same words. Matt. xxvi. 44. Indeed it is 
highly probable, that the last words which our dying Redeemer uttered 
upon the cross, before he bowed his head and gave up the ghost, were 
a form of prayer, and taken from the Psalms of David. (Compare 
Ps xxii. 1, with Matt. xxvii. 46, and Ps. xxxi. 5, with Luke xxiii. 46.) 

The apostles after the example of their Master, joined in the use 
of psalms and hymns. Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God 
in the prison at Philippi. Acts xvi. 25. St. Paul blames the Corin- 
thians, that every one had a psalin and a doctrine. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 
from whence we conclude, that psalms were of customary use, and 
that the apostle approved them, merely directing that the whole con- 
gregation should join in the same part of divine service at the same 
time. Again the great preacher of the gentiles exhorts the Ephesians 
to speak to themselves in ‘* psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in their hearts to the Lord.” Ephes. y. 19. 
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He gives the same advice to another church, and nearly in the same 
words. Col. iii. 16. 

A letter from Pliny, a heathen governour, to the Roman emperour 
Trajan, written little more than ten years after the death of John the 
evangelist, says of the Christians, who were then suffering persecu- 
tion, ‘* It is their manner to sing by turns a hymn to Christ as God.” 
This hymn seems to have been composed for the purpose, and proves 
beyond dispute, that even in the apostolick age, forms of devotion 
were in general use. 

If we descend to the times after the apostles, we shall find that the 
early Christians used set forms in publick worship. The liturgies 
which go under the names St. Peter, St. James, and St. Mark, put 
this question beyond all reasonable and candid doubt. It is, indeed, 
very likely that they have been corrupted in later ages of the Church, 
and that additions have been made to their original parts. But. this 
supposition, if admitted, no more contradicts their remote antiquity, 
than the enlargement or alteration of a house proves that no building 
stood there before. In fact explanations of these liturgies, and com- 
mentaries upon them, are still extapt, which we know to have been 
written almost in the earliest periods of the Church, with as much cer- 
tainty as we know any the most undoubted fact of ancient history. 
From those days to the present, the use of prescribed forms has been 
most satisfactorily proved by a cloud of witnesses, whose testimonies 
are uniform and unvarying. 

It is certainly true that our blessed Lord hath said, ‘* When they 
deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak ; for it 
shall be given in that same hour what ye shall speak ; for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.” Matt. 
x. 19, 20. ‘This passage of scripture has been considered as render- 
ing written forms of prayer unnecessary. It was, however, clearly a 
promise made to the apostles and martyrs who might be terrified by 
the power and malice of their enemies, unless they were assured of 
support from God in the hour of their extremity, and enabled to be- 
lieve that they should be furnished with the means of defending them- 
selves by a miraculous gift of courage and language. When we are 
also told that God will pour out upon us the spirit of grace and suppli-’ 
cations—that the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, and ‘* maketh inter- 
cession for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered”? Rom. viii. 
26. We are not warranted to expect ability to speak by inspiration 
as did the apostles; but to have a holy and endearing communion 
with God in the exercise of fervent and spiritual prayer. And surely 
this promise may be as fully made good to us in a prescribed form, 
as in any unstudied language of our own. 

From ancient, excellent, spiritual liturgies, that of the Church of 
England bas been mainly compiled. What was amiss, has been cor- 
rected—what was unnecessary and superstitious, has been removed ; 
so that it. noyy approaches to the simplicity of the truth as it is in Je- 
sus, as nearly as any prudent effort can easily effect. To hope that 
all should see its beauty, and acquiesce in its claims, is perhaps as 
impossible as it would be te make all the clocks in the empire keep 
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the same time ; so diflerent are the minds and tempers of men. The 
Church of England has restored the primitive forms of worship—it is 
ours to deliver them to posterity—it is ours so to improve by them, 
that we may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things ; so, 
when the generations of the world shall be passed away, and the 
Lord whom we worship shall unite every act of adoration ioto hymns 
of eternal praise, we may, through the merits of Him who taught us 
how to pray, join our voices to that universal chorus of the redeemed, 
which ascribes ‘* Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and untothe Lamb forever and ever.” _U. 








{Tne following address will be deeply interesting to our readers, not 
only from the character and promising talents of its author, and the 
lamented subject of the address; but also, from the connexion of the 
deceased, with the respected, and zealous bishop of Ohio.] 


An Address delivered at the interment of the Rev. Puitanner Cuase, 
jun. by Edward Rutledge, Rector of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, 
March 3, 1824. 


We are assembled, my brethren, to pay the last tribute of respect to 
a fellow mortal, who was justly esteemed by those who knew him, 
one of the most interesting young strangers that has ever visited our 
city ; one ofthe most valuable young men that has ever found among 
us, a grave. 

We are assembled to commit to the silent tomb, a brother who 
had but late commenced a career of usefulness, and who promised, 
from his splendid talents, his high attainments, and his lofty, virtuous 
character, to be an ornament to his church, and to the Christian pro- 
fession. 

We are assembled to mourn, and sympathize with the father, the 
widow, and the orphan, who are yet to learn, that the ties which 
bound them to yonder form, have been sundered, and to moisten for 
ihem that grave, which they, perhaps, do not dream, is ready. 

We are assembled, to bow in submission to that Almighty Being, 
who rules most righteously our world, and to learn froma solemn dis- 
pensation of his providence, the necessity of being always prepared 
for our summons; of our being always ready to render up our ac- 
count, whenever it be called for. 

It has been deemed proper on an occasion involving so much that 
is interesting in the deceased—so much that may serve as warning, 
and example, and instruction, as is to be found in bis early call, and 
his delightful death, to occupy your attention, a few moments, with 
some remarks from this sacred place. And if any thing is necessary, 
in addition to the solemnity of the subject, to awaken and keep alive 
your attention, it may be found in the fact, that the very text to which 
your thoughts will now be called, and the manner in which it will be 
treated, were suggested by our deceased brother himself; so that 
more literally than the expression generally implies, ‘* though dead, he 
yet speaketh.” 
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A few weeks since, when the stream of life moved so sluggishly that 
he knew it would soon cease to flow, he called the individual who 
now addresses you, to his bedside, and with a tongue that never fal- 
tered, and an eye that spoke serenity, he remarked, ‘* My life 
has been short and unprofitable ; it pleased God to lay his hand upon 
me, soon after I was ‘set for the defence of the gospel,’ and small has 
been my opportunity of benefiting my fellow men, by proclaiming its 
saving truths. But though my life has been in a great measure vain, 
perhaps my death may be rendered profitable. I have selected a 
passage of scripture, from which you must discourse at my grave, and 
God grant that the effect may be useful to your hearers.” The passage 
which he chose, and which shall lead our present reflections, he 
pointed out to me, in 


Sr. Marr. xxvrit. 6.—* Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 


And could the truths which are about to be uttered have been here ac- 
companied, with the fervent manner, and the language warm from the 
heart, in which he expressed them, they would necessarily have pro- 
duced the desired result, even on the coldest and most obdurate lis- 
tener to my voice. 

In discoursing on these words, your attention will first be directed 
to a most beautiful interpretation of their import, given to me by our 
deceased friend ; and next, to such a consideration of his life and 
death as will prove most clearly, that he felt the full force of all, he so 
delightfully expressed. 

The text, you are aware, was the language of a heavenly messen- 
ger, to the two Marys, who on coming to the tomb of the Saviour, 
were astonished to find itempty. Every word in this language of the 
angel, was, in the opinion of our deceased brother, most powerfully 
emphatick, and calculated to impart some useful truth ; and on its va- 
rious members you shall hear his comment. It commences with an 
invitation to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, whose hearts were 
overcome by fear, not only at seeing the sepulchre deprived of its 
precious deposit, but also from the presence of a celestial being, whose 
countenance was like lightning and whose raiment was white as snow ; 
‘“* Come, see the place where the Lord lay.’’ 

‘** Here,” said our lamented friend, ‘* here is most strikingly dis- 
played the contrast between the heavenly and the worldly spirit ; be- 
tween the language of Christianity and the language of infidelity. He 
who knows not Christ, bids you, shun all thoughts of death and of the 
grave. He thinks of the tomb only as the place where his expecta- 
tions shall perish. Whenever it comes before his mind it is attended 
with its melancholy accompaniments of darkness and of gloom. He 
deems it the place of dissolution and decay for all that he values him- 
self and his kindred for ; as the spot in which must be performed such 
scenes, as cause the most powerful minds to shudder at their contem- 
plation, Hg considers it as the commencement of eternal misery, or 
as the introduction to a never ending sleep ; as the inexorable prison 
of body and of soul. ‘Thus looking on the grave, Infidelity cails on 
her votaries to flee from it: to banish all ideas which may arise in 
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their bosoms concerning it, and to close their ears to its calls; to con- 
ceal it from their view by every artifice; to drown their sensibili- 
ties, when awake to it, in the intoxicating bowl, and to shut their 
eyes to it, when walking on its very brink. 

‘** Far different from this, is the language of Christianity. She ad- 
dresses her children in the accents of the angel: ‘ Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay.’ She calls on them to meditate on the grave by 
day and by night ; to consider it as the end of their probation and 
the entrance on their reward ; as the peaceful home appointed. for all 
living, in which they may sweetly repose, when the storms of life have 
ceased. She tells them it has no terrours. She imparts to them such 
cheering views concerning it, that when told by sickness or by age, 
that their graves are ready for them, they feel not one uneasy pang. 
She bids them view it as the chamber into which they must enter, to 
hear the voice of the Son of God calling them forth to life, to immor- 
tal life in heaven. 

** Mark, now,” said our deceased friend, ‘‘ the cause of this dif- 
ference between the views of the infidel and the Christian, concerning 
the grave, where both must surely lie. The one contemplates it only 
as the body is concerned, with no rays to illumine its darkness and 
to cheer its silence: the other thinks of it as the place where his Lord 
lay, and asks his soul, Can that be a gloomy abode which has been 
the residence of all that is lovely, and animating, and delightful ? 
Can that spot be dark which has been irradiated by the Sun of 
Righteousness Can that be painful, which Christ has deprived of 
its power to hurt 2? Can that be any, buta desirable dwelling, which 
has been sanctified, and blessed, by the Saviour of mankind; which 
he has strewn with flowers and gilded with heavenly light. 

**Q! could such views be always cherished by the disciples of our 
Lord, how much would death be disarmed of his terrours ; they would 
esteem it a privilege to die, and to repose in that mansion which the 
Son of God had occupied before them.”’ 

Besides these comforting, elevating views of the grave, suggested by 
the passage before us, our departed friend saw in it still more that was 
calculated to impart to us important Jessons, It contains, he thought, 
in its very construction, the disclosure of an existence beyond the 
tomb. ‘* Observe,” said he, “ the expression, ‘ Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay.” He does not lie there scill; he has left the 
sepulchre, not as the watchmen were impiously instructed to declare, 
through the instrumentality of his disciples, but by his own inherent 
power, which enabled him to lay down his life and to take it up 
again. Here is preached, the triumphant truth ofa resurrection from 
the dead. Here is spoken, the fulfilment of the prophecy, ‘ thou wilt 
not leave my soul in bell, neither wilt thou suffer thy holy One to see 
corruption.’ Here are verified all those solemn predictions, on the 
completion of which our Saviour rested the truth of his mission. 
Here it is declared, with power, that he was the Son of God, and 
that when the purposes for which he was born, and lived, and died, 
and was buried, were accomplished, he ascended up on high, where 
he was before,”’ 
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When he had gone thus far in his remarks, the spirit of our brother, 
which was soon to take its flight, appeared to rise strongly, and to 
triumph over all the decays of the body, when he continued: * All of 
us must, like our blessed Redeemer, sleep, one day or other, in the 
silent tomb, and it is a question of the deepest interest to us, whether 
we all, like him, shall rise ; or whether in his case only the bonds of 
death were burst ?”” Then, with the utmost animation, he exclaimed, 
** We, too, indeed shall rise, for the bars which shut the prison have 
been broken, and nothing now remains to keep the soul confined. 
Christ was the first fruits of them that sleep, If the Spirit of God 
dwells in us, He that raised up Christ from the dead will also quicken 
our mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in us. Now certainly 
the believer can bid farewell to all the bright scenes and fond en- 
dearments of earth: now he can calmly meet the destroyer in his 
wnost horrid forms: now he can sink into the grave without alarm, for 
he is assured that in his flesh he shall see God. ‘That which appears 
so dark and dreadful to the infidel and the sceptick, is to the Chris- 
tian but a necessary process by which corruption is to be changed for 
incorruption, and mortality for immortality. His flesh shall rest in 
hope. ‘The grave which he is to occupy, will, like his divine Mas- 
ter’s, be called on to deliver up ts trust, and he, with all the ‘ re- 
deemed of the Lord,’ will rise to life eternal. Believing that Jesus 
‘ died and rose again,’ he confidently trusts that those also who sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him. He knows that, hereafter, his as- 
cended Lord shall ‘ descend trom heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God, and that the dead in Christ 
(among whom he will be) shall rise first: that they also which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up, to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so shall be ever with the Lord.’ ” 

Such, my brethren, is the outline, of what might have formed a most 
captivating display of Christian truth, bad it been fully sketched by 
the pious and powerful mind of our deceased friend. ‘This, however, 
has not been permitted. His days of usefulness were few. His 
voice was permitted to sound, but for a short time, either to win or 
to warn the sinner, to faith and trust in Christ. But while he was 
employed in his Master’s cause, he undoubtedly was useful, for the 
truths he proclaimed came from a heart warmed with heavenly love, 
and from lips touched with Jiving coals from the altar of his God. 

Having placed our brother belure you, as speaking the language of 
the heart and the tongue, | will also in a few words give you some 
account of his life and death, which as loudly proclaimed him the ser-. 
vant of God, as did his constant declarations. And to this I am 
prompted, not by the desire of conlerring unavailing praises on the 
dead—but by the wish of gratifying, as far as such an occasion will 
permit, the anxiety usually felt, to know something of a much loved 
stranger, of a good man’s life; and also, to show the young, that if 
they early seek the Saviour, they will know how best to live, and 
best to die. 

The lamented friend, whom we are about to commit to the earth, 
was born in Vermont, of parents who both were the servants of God, 
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and who taught their offspring soon to look up to their Father in hea- 
wen. Of his early childhood, it is here unnecessary to speak, except- 
ing to mention, that it was distinguished by great strength of mind, 
and great intrepidity of character. Principally under the direction of 
a beloved father, his education was conducted until the year 1816, 
when he entered the Junior Class of Harvard university. _ In this new 
sphere of exertion he soon became distinguished, ranking among the 
first of his fellow students, and sharing in the highest honours the col- 
lege could confer, to crown the hopes of the young aspirant for litera- 
ry fame,* On completing his collegiate course, an opportunity pre- 
sented itself to him, of visiting foreign countries, in a capacity which, 
while it would gratify his thirst for knowledge, also would enable him, 
successfully, to pursue the studies of that profession, he had chosen in 
early life, and which he never wished to exchange for another. Hav- 
ing been authorized by the proper ecclesiastical authority to act as a 
lay-reader, he embarked as chaplain on board of a vessel belonging to 
the United States, then bound to St. Petersburgh, and thence to the 
Mediterranean.t In this voyage he had opportunities to visit many 
of the cities of northern Europe, as well as the City of Palaces, where 
he remained some time, and to tread the classick shores of the Medi- 
terranean with the feelings of a Christian and a scholar. ‘The per- 
formance of his duties in one of the most difficult of all stations, for a 
youth not yet twenty, was much assisted by his having for a com- 
mander and among the officers of the ship, men in whose hearts was 
the Spirit of the Lord. ‘That his labours were valuable and beneficial, 
on board of the frigate, the writer has often heard his commanding 
officer declare, and many anecdotes which the deceased himself men- 
tioned, incidentally, in conversation, of the seamen, among whom he 
prayed and preached, warrant us to believe. On his return to his 
native country, he found that the mother of his love, had been called 
to the world of spirits, that his father had removed to a state, beyond 
the mountains, the Episcopate of which he occupied, and that the 
social circle where it had been his delight to linger, had all been scat- 
tered. Relinquishing the beautiful schemes which he had formed, 
for a life of study and of labour in some of the older states, the insti- 
tutions of which are so well calculated to stimulate and aid the mind, 


* A classmate of Mr. Chase’s remarks, in a note to the writer of this address, 
as follows: ** A close application to his studies, a steadiness of conduct, and a 
scrupulous exactness in the discharge of the duties assigned to him, were among 
the distinguishing traits of his character while a member of this institution. His 
opinions were always the result of deep reflection, and when once formed, were 
inflexibly adhered to. The improvement of his mind was with him an object of 
the first importance: distinction was but of secondary consideration; and he 
shared in the honours of the university with a modesty worthy of imitation. As 
a Christian, he was exemplary in the discharge of his religious duties. On the 
sanctuary, he was a constant attendant, and when engaged in its services, never 
was distracted, or diverted by the thoughtless levity of those around, who did not, 
like him, appreciate the privilege of attending the ordinances of the Church.” 

+ This was the United States frigate Guerriere, Commodore Macdonough, 
commander ; ordered to carry our minister to Russia, and to cruise in the Medi- 
terranean. 
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he resolved to follow the fortunes of his father: to devote himself to 
the ministry in that far remote region, whither he had gone, and to 
count all he knew and all he wished, but loss, for the exceilency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus, which could be preached as savingly 
among the mountains and forests of the west, as in more compact and 
regular societies. From the time of his ordination he performed his 
pastoral duties* regularly in Ohio until sickness compelled him to de- 
sist; with the exception of a short season when he was successfully 
employed in making collections in the northern and eastern states, to 
defray the expenses of missionaries to the destitute diocese in which 
he lived. Little more than a year since, he was seized with a vio- 
lent hemorrhage from the lungs, and passing through all the fluctua- 
tions of the complaint which ensued, he gradually grew worse, until 
the necessity of his case induced him to try our genial climate for his 
benefit. He came to us, my brethren, a dying man. Consumption 
had marked him for another victim, and about five months have passed 
since (so far as this world is concerned) he bade farewell for ever to 
home, to father, to wife and child. 

It is not so much, however, to the life of our deceased brother, al- 
though that was instructive, as to his death, that I wish to direct your 
attention; for his death displayed in a most striking manner, the 
power of God’s grace, and the supporting influences of religion. 

He died, my brethren, a penitent. Although to those who knew 
him, his life may have appeared blameless and holy, he saw in it much 
that was to be condemned, and knew also that there were secret faults, 
which must subject him to the anger of an All-seeing God. For these 
he mourned and wept, till God turned his mourning into joy, and made 
him rejoice from his sorrow. 

He died, in hopes of salvation only through the atoning blood of 
Christ. He knew that he was weak and sinful, and unable of him- 
self to procure that blissful reward which awaits the pious soul. He 
ascribed all that he felt, and did, and hoped for, to the free grace of 
God. He abhorred the attempt, so often made by men, to share in 
the Saviour’s work, and made it a subject of incessant thanksgiving to 
God, that he had been so mercifully preserved from what he consi- 
dered the melancholly errour in the creed, of the respectable univer- 
sity wherein he received his education.t 

He died—in the act of supplication. Whenever it was in ‘his 
power, he joined with his brethren, in strong appeals to heaven for 


* In addition to his clerical duties, he, for some time, was associated with his 
father in the education of a number of youth. 

t Mr. Chase always expressed the highest respect for many of the government 
of the college, (and particularly for President Kirkland,) both as scholars and 
governours. He thought very highly also of his “* Alma Mater,” in regard to 
literary advantages; but he always spoke with great warmth, of the danger to 
which young men of talents were there exposed from Unitarian sentiments. A 
classmate (who was not, however, in his division) says, ** it was related one day 
after recitation, that on one of the tutors, or professors’ mentioning to the 
class, that Dr. Paley was an Unitarian, Mr. Chase modestly contradicted the as- 
sertion, and firmly stated some reasons for his denial of the fact.” 
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mercy and forgiveness, and when alone, this seemed to be his sole 


‘employment. As his mind remained perfect to the last, he was 


enabled to engage in his most loved occupation, even as the spirit 
was winging its flight to heaven. He bade farewell to time without 
a struggle, or a groan, and to those who stood anxiously by him, it 
seemed as if 


——*“ Praying he had died, 
And his cold features still were smiling prayer.” 


He died most perfectly resigned to the will of God. And when his 
circumstances are considered, this seems to prove him at once, to 
have been greatly strengthened by the sweet influences of grace. A 
stranger, in a strange land—young, intelligent, and filled with the 
most ardent feelings—the pastor of a church, which from its situatioa 
must suffer from his loss—the husband of a pious and beloved wife, 
with whom he bad passed but a few short months—the father of a 
child which was only born, for him to see and bid it farewell—the sou 
of a holy man to whom he was an important fellow labourer in an ar- 
duous station—the friend of many hearts, as warm and as noble as 
bis own—he yet was able to say most sincerely to God, ** Not my 
will but thine be done.” 

He died triumphant in faith and full of hope. He marked the ap- 
proach of the destroyer, as he came slowly towards him, without a 
fear.* His longing, for some time previous to his death, was to be in 
heaven. A day or two before he departed, he asked one of the be- 
nevolent physicians, who atiended him, not only with skill, but with 
the kindness of a father. whether it was probable he would expire 
before the night? On being informed it was so, be looked up to one 
who was standing by him, and with a smile that seemed borrowed 
from an angel, remarked, ** He says I may die to-day.” When he 
was called, he went as into a pleasant sleep. His spirit was gently 
loosed from its prison, and angels who were hovering round him bore 
it to its God. ** Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace. Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his.” 

My dear brethren, let this instance of mortality awaken us to the 
important work of salvation. Let this instance of early piety, and its 


* To a clerical friend who visited him, he expressed himself nearly in these 
words : ** Itis sin, sin, sin which makes us afraid to die. Ifit was not for sin, we 
should all wish to go to heaven.”” The window being suddenly opened, and ad- 
mitting a flood of light, he exclaimed, ** O, when shall I behold the glorious light 
of heaven!” His absent friends were much, we are sure, in his thoughts, though 
his piety completely contro‘led dissatisfaction at the distressing circumstance of 
his distance from them. He said to a visiter, ** Is your brother very busy ? Can- 
not he spare time to write some letters for me? ‘There are many persons to 
whom I wish to write.” 

He expressed much admiration of the system of our Church in commemorating 
successively the chief events of our Lord’s history, as she does on the Sundays 
from Advent to Trinity; and seemed, though so young, to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the principles on which this and other regulations of our Church 
are founded. 
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blessed effects, encourage us to its practice. Let this instance of early 
death warn us to be also ready. 

No ties, no usefulness, no endeavours, could save our brother hom 
the tomb. 


*‘ An angel’s arm can’t snatch us from the grave, 
Legions of angels can’t confine us there.” 


While we mourn the departure of so much that was lovely and va- 
luable, let us endeavour to profit from the event. Let us trust in the 
Saviour on whom our departed friend relied: let us like him early 
seek our God: like him repent, and like him believe ; then, howso- 
ever soon we may hear of the approach of the Son of Man, we may, 
like him, say, **‘ Even so, come Lord Jesus ;” like him rest from our 
labours, and leave our friends, like his, sorrowing, with hope. 


—_—— 


REVIEW. 


The Scholar’s Guide to the History of the Bible ; or an Abridgment of 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, with Explanatory 
Remarks : intended for the Use of Schools and Families. By T. 
Strone, A.M. Greenfield: Published by Clark and Tyler. 1822. 
18mo. pp. 320. 


So far as our own observation has extended, young persons especially 
experience much difficulty in acquiring a systematick knowledge of 
scripture history. Although the bible, as a whole, may be considered 
one connected summary of the most interesting events on record, to 
the superficial observer it appears less like a regular history than a 
collection of miscellanies without unity of design. Nor is this remark 
true of the superficial observer only. Such is the intermixture, with- 
out order, of different and in some respects dissimilar subjects, and so 
numerous and various are the circumstances introduced by different 
writers in connexion with the same principal facts, that it requires the 
skill and persevering labour of the student to dispose the contents of 
scripture in one regular harmony. 

‘The volume named at the head of this article was designed, and, in 
our opinion, is well calculated to afford, in acquiring a knowledge of 
scripture history, the facility, which, in the above remarks, we have 
supposed necessary. It is a harmony or connected summary of scrip- 
ture history. Its title well denotes the design, and even the plan of 
the work ; and the author, in giving it to the publick, has furnished 
new proof of his ability and disposition to advance the interest of edu- 
cation. Mr. Strong sustains a highly respectable character as a cler- 
gyman, in one of the mos tpleasant villages of this state ; and, he is al- 
so known as the author of several publications designed for the bene- 
fit of youth. His ‘‘ Common Reader” is unquestionably one of the 
very best books for schools; and is already extensively in use. To 
his other qualifications for these literary labours, he adds that of hav- 
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ing occasionally been a teacher himself; and this, in our estimation, is 
a qualification of primary importance. Indeed, it may be laid down 
as a rule, that in ordinary cases we should no more go to a person, 
who is not or has not been a teacher, for lessons in education, than we 
should go for instruction in any one of the mechanick or fine arts, to 
a person who is not practically skilled ih that art. Without experi- 
mental knowledge a person may doubtless have many excellent ideas 
upon the subject of education, and even devise a system, which in 
general may be good ; but it is only in the operation of that system 
that its defects can be seen and sufficiently appreciated. 

It may be proper to offer a few observations in reference to an ob- 
jection which has sometimes been made to biblical compends. It 
has been supposed that the very peculiar phraseology of scripture cre- 
ates in those especially who have been in habits of reading it from 
childhood a reverence which our modern familiat style is unable to 
produce ; and, consequently, that in reading the compends of sacred 
history a degree, at least, of reverence for the scriptures themselves is 
lost. There may be, and doubtless is, some reason for an objection 
of this kind; for, in the sacred yolume, there is a touching and thril- 
ling pathos not to be found in any uninspired writings. It was said 
of our Saviour, that he spake like one having authority ; and the same 
is true of the language of scripture throughout. All its promises, and 
threatenings, and moral precepts, and even its historical detaiis seem 
to possess a peculiar and heavenly energy. If the very words of the 
bible were not inspired according to the appropriate signification of 
that term, there is certainly a species of inspiration in them not to be 
found elsewhere, Without any appearance of effort to produce effect, 
the Word of God is literally quick and powerful, and as it were, sharp- 
er than a two-edged sword. ‘The most interesting truths were declared 
without any unnecessary display of language ; and if metaphors were 
to be introduced to aid in illustration of the subject, no appearance of 
study afler proper objects for that purpose is discovered ; the whole 
universe, visible and invisible, seemed spread immediately before the 
writers, from which they would select at pleasure. Moreover, in the 
antiqueness of scripture language there is something to inspire venera- 
tion, The declaration that no one can see God and live has a direct 
bearing upon this consideration. We can scarcely realize how man— 
mortal man like ourselves can speak the word of God. But when the 
scriptures come to us in their original language, or in literal transla- 
tions made by persons who are now in the world of spirits, there is far 
less difficulty in realizing the important truths which they contain. 
The scriptures then seem like a voice from the invisible worli—even 
like an audible voice from heaven, and hence carry with them an au- 
thority with which more modern translations and abridgments of the 
inspired volume cannot be clothed. Mr. Strong seemed fully aware, 
as well as ourselves, of the objection, which we have been consider- 
ing ; for, in his preface he has this remark—* That it (the. Scholar’s 
Guide) may not, in any case be adopted as a substitute for the sacred 
volume, the diligent and attentive perusal of those chapters from 
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which the facts are taken, and a thorough examination of the books 
which are briefly noticed, are particularly recommended, in connex- 
ion with the study of the respective lessons which are here given.” 

It appears from this recommendation in bis preface, that Mr. Strong 
not only intended his work should be used as a class-book by our 
youth, but as a Gurpe to the history of the bible by persons generally. 
He intended it should be used, as the table of contents to any other 
book is used, to help the reader to a more profitable perusal of the work 
itself. We have already expressed our own opinion as journalists, 
that the volume before us is well calculated to answer the purposes 
for which it was intended ; and, we now add, that it has been recogni- 
sed by the bishop of the diocese as one of the books suitable to make 
a course of religious instruction for the young members of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. 

The following account of the ten tribes of Israel revolting from 
that of Judah, and of some subsequent events, will give the reader a 
pretty good idea of the character of the work. 


Arter the death of Solomon, the people assembled at Shechem to 
make his son, Rehoboam, king. (They had, previously, sent to 
Egypt for Jeroboam, who had returned and was present with them 
upon the occasion.) Before proceeding to the acknowledgment and 
anointing of the son of Solomon, they determined to ascertain whether 
he was disposed to release them from the burdens under which they 
had suffered in the former reign ; and, to this end, they sent to him a 
deputation, with Jeroboam at the head of it, to obtain from him a 
promise that, on his advancement to the throne, he would redress their 
grievances, Rehoboam immediately summoned a council of old ex- 
perienced men, to whom he communicaied the message he had re- 
ceived, and requested their opinion in regard to the answer which he 
ought to give. They advised him, without hesitation, to comply with 
the wishes of the people ; but, instead of regarding their direction, he 
referred the subject to the determination of some of his young and 
thoughtless companions. By these he was told to pay no respect to 
the complaints, or feelings of the people, but to state to their messen- 
gers, that, so far from lessening their evils which they represented, 
he would greatly increase them. ‘This advice, which was agreeable 
to his own sentiments, he imprudently followed, in consequence of 
which, ten tribes immediately revolted from the house of David and 
made Jeroboam their king. The nation thus became divided into two 
parts, of which the one was designated by the name of Israel, and the 
other by that of Judah. The tribe of Judah retained the adherence 
of the Benjamites, but there were comparatively so few of the latter, 
that both families were included under one general appellation. 
Rehoboam, upon this unexpected defection, sent Adoram, who was 
over the tribute, to collect from the Israelites their accustomed taxes, 
but the enraged multitude stoned him to death, He, then, hastened 
with all speed, up to Jerusalem, where be assembled a large force of 
the men of Judah and Benjamin, and prepared to give battle to Jere- 
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boam, that he might thus bring back the rebel tribes to their allegiance. 
His intentions were, however, frustrated, for the word of the Lord 
came to him by the prophet Shemaiah, forbidding him to take up 
arms, and declaring that the event which had occurred was according 
to the divine will. From this time there is but little recorded of the 
reign of Rehoboam. His subjects became exceedingly vicious and 
depraved, and abandoned themselves to idolatry and all manner of 
wickedness, in consequence of which the king of Egypt was sent 
against them, who took the city of Jerusalem and robbed the temple 
and the palace of their treasures, and carried away the shields of gold 
which Solomon had made, in the place of which the king substituted 
others of brass. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he began to 
reign, and he continued on the throne seventeen years, at the expira- 
tion of which, he died, and was buried with his fathers. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son Abijam. 

The revolted Israelites, under Jeroboam, did not exceed their breth- 
ren of Judah in virtue and piety. The king, in order to prevent the 
people from going up to Jerusalem to sacrifice, which he supposed 
they would be inclined to do from their former habits, and their reve- 
rence for the temple and the ark, made two golden calves, the one of 
which he placed in Dan and the other in Bethel, the northern and 
southern extremities of his dominions. He, also, established festivals 
to be observed on the same days with those of Jerusalem, and ad- 
vanced to the priesthood the lowest of the people, who were not of 
the house of Levi. In these ways he made Israel to sin, and provoked 
the severe displeasure of the Lord. 

On a certain day, as Jeroboam stood by the idol which he had 
erected at Bethel, impiously executing the office of a priest, by burn- 
tng incense, a prophet of God came thither from Judah and denounced 
a heavy woupon the altar, and those who should sacrifice upon it, 
which he declared should be accomplished in the reign of a future 
prince by the name of Josiah; and to confirm the truth of his predic- 
tion, he further said, that the altar should at that time be rent, and 
the ashes upon it poured out. ‘This speech so incensed Jeroboam, 
that, stretching out his band, he ordered his attendants to seize the 
prophet ; but his hand immediately withered away, and the altar be- 
came rent so that the ashes fell upon the ground, The king was thus 
convinced of the inspiration of the prophet, and entreated him to pray 
for the restoration of his hand, which he readily did, and it returned 
to its former state. Jeroboam then urged the stranger to go home 
with him and receive some refreshment; but the latter relused the 
invitation, upon the ground, that the Lord had commanded bim neither 
to eat nor to drink. He then departed from the place, and was fol- 
lowed by an old prophet who had been informed by his sons, of the 
transactions at the altar, and who persuaded him by a false state- 
ment, to return, While they were seated at the table,’the word of 
the Lord came unto the old prophet, and he addressed the man ot 
God who was from Judah, declaring, in substance, that in consequence 
of his disobedience to the command of heaven, he should not be buried 
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in the sepulchre of his fathers. This sentence was soon put in exe- 
cution, for immediately after leaving the city, he was attacked by a 
lion and slain. The prophet of Bethel, when he heard of this calami- 
ty, went out and took the body which had been neither torn nor dis- 
figured, and, returning with it, caused it to be buried in his own tomb, 
at the same time expressing his confidence that the predictions con- 
cerning the altar would all be fulfilled, and giving it in charge to his 
sons that, when he died, they should lay him by the side of the man 
of God. 


ar 
—- — 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA RECORDER. 
SOME ACCOUNT OF MARY GOSNER, WHO DIED APRIL 3, 1824, 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 211.) 


On Wednesday morning, her sister asked her if she should send for 
Mr. B— to come and pray with her. ‘ Yes, (she replied.) but he 
cannot help these pains ; he can kneel down though and pray for my 
soul. Anna went down stairs and in a few minutes returned. When 
she came back, addressing her with much feeling, she said, “*O! An- 
na, perhaps this is the last time the Lord will suffer me to open my 
mouth to speak to you; my dear Anna, remember me; remember 
the day when I am laid in my grave. You see me here now, but on 
Sunday next you will see me down in the parlour, on that long 
board.”* Her grandmother asked her, ** How do you know that 
Mary ?”’ She answered, ‘* My heavenly Father tells me so ;’? and 
immediately added, *‘ They will come and say to you, * Where is 
Mary ?” and you will say ‘she is down in the parlour.’ And when 
my body lies there, I shall hear those words addressed to me, ‘ Come 
ye blessed children of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared tor 
you from the foundation of the world.’ ” 

A short time after this they took her out of bed, thinking she would 
be easier sitting, as she bad been accustomed to do a part of the day, 
upon her chair. She was somewhat exhausted by the exertion, and 
observed, ** I don’t think I shall be able to speak much more, my 
breath is almost gone.’? At that moment she found great difficulty in 
breathing, leaned her head back on her chair, and appeared to be giv- 
ing up the ghost; then fetching a Jong sigh she recovered, and open- 
ing her eyes, said, ‘*O! I thought I was in heaven, but my time is 
not yet come. I have not yet sufficiently repented of my sins, and 
must yet be cleansed more perfectly in the blood of Jesus. O! kneel 
down and pray that God will take me to himself.” While they were 
on their knees, she said, * Tell my father to send for Mr. B—, to 
come and pray for me; I want to go, | want to go.” Recovering 
herself a little, she said to her grandmother, ‘“*O! my aged grand- 
mother, I thought that I should see you go first, but it will not be so, 


* Alluding to the board on which dead bodies were usually laid out. 
32 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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I shall go before you. Pray, my dear grandmother, that you may 
come to me in heaven. I must leave you now, but do pray that we 
may meet again.” 

Mr. B— came up to the bed at this time, and said, “ Well, Mary, 
you will not be long with us now, have you any fears of death:?” 
**O! no, (she replied,) my heavenly Father wants me.” During 
prayer, though she was in great pain, her countenance remained un- 
moved, her eyes were closed, and her hands clasped over her breast. 
it appeared to those who were standing over her, that her bodily suf- 
ferings were forgotten, while her soul was engaged in the exercise of 
devotion. After this she talked but little during the morning, except 
now and then; when her pains were subsiding a little, she would say, 
** QO! I thought that would have been my last pain, but my time is 
not yet come.” 

In the afternoon of the same day, she was sitting on her chair, with 
her head resting on a pillow before her, a posture in which she found 
the greatest ease. Raising her bead and observing her grandmother 
who was sitting by her with a book in her hand: ** Grandmother you 
have got the prayer book, I wish you would read some of those hymns 
tome.’? Her grandmother asked her which she would like to bear ; 
she replied there are many pretty ones. There is, ** Come Holy 
Spirit ;”” I believe I can sing that yet, if my breath is not too short. 
She began to sing, 


«* Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening powers.” 


Here she had to stop, saying, ‘‘ Grandmother, | can’t finish it, my 
breath is gone.” 

On Friday morning after a restless and painful night, she seemed to 
forget her pains in the desire which she had to hear, or to say some 
good thing. ‘* Grandmother,” said she, “now you will get my 
books that I used to have, and find some pretty hymns, and read therm 
for me.”’ Her grandmother sat down by ber side, and read for some 
time. When Mary appeared to be asleep, she said to her, ‘1 am 
afraid I disturb you, you want rest.” ** O no, (said she,) I hear all 
you read.” Being asked if she wished to hear any particular hymns ; 
she said, they are all pretty, and then spoke again of the hymn for 
Whitsunday—** Come Holy Spirit.” There is also, 


*‘ When I can read my title clear, 
To mansions in the skies,” 


And, 
« Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 


He whom I fix my hopes upon.” 


Her grandmother read these to her, and afterwards selected such as 
she thought would be interesting. When she came to the following 
hymn, Mary said, “ O grandmother, is not that a beautiful hymn ‘ 
Read it again for me.’’? Her grandmother said, * Mary | am afraid 
you will be too much fatigued, you want a little rest.” With perfect 
submission she replied, ‘ f believe I will take a little sleep, if { can, 
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but won’t you read that hymn for me again when I awake?” Several 
times during the day, she wished to hear it, remarking every time, 
‘‘ That is my hymn, that suits me.” It is as follows. 


‘¢ SANCTIFIED SICKNESS.” 


« Stretch’d on the bed of grief, 
In silence long I lay ; 

For sore disease and wasting pain; 
Had worn my strength away. 


The work, the mighty work, 
Of life so long delayed ; 
Repentance yet to be begun, 
Upon a dying bed. 
Then to the Lord I prayed, 
And raised a feeble cry ; 
Hear me, 0! God, and save my soul, 
Lest I for ever die. 


He heard my humble cry, 
He saved my soul from death ; 

To him I’!I give my heart and hands, 
And consecrate my breath. 


Ye sinners, fear the Lord 
While yet "tis called to-day ; 
Soon will the awful voice of death, 
Command your souls away.” 


On Friday afternoon, at 2 o’clock, she said to her grandmother, * t 
wish you would get that hymn, grandmothei, and read it to me for the 
last time.” Her grandmother said, “* Mary, you don’t know that it 
will be the last time.” ‘* Yes I do, (she replied,) for to-morrow is 
my last day.” Every little while during the afternoon, she would 
say, taking hold of her grandmother’s hand, her eyes lifted upward, 
and a sweet smile on her countenance, “I am going, | am going to 
leave you.” When her pains would come on, her grandmother wish- 
ed her to take ber laudanum, as she had done before. She put it 
away from her, saying, ‘*O! no, it won't help me.” Her grand- 
mother turned away to conceal her feelings. She saw her weeping, 
and said, **O! don’t cry, I don’t want to see any body cry for me, 
I am going to heaven, and will be happy.” 

From this time until about 11 o’clock at night, she was gradually 
growing weaker and weaker; when an evident change took place, 
and it was plain that her dissolution was drawing near. While strug- 
gling with death, in the very act of going down into the dark valley, 
it appeared that ‘her heavenly Shepherd permitted her to see for a 
moment, those fearful enemies from whose power she had been deli- 
vered. As if she saw the evil spirits gathering round her, with an 
expressive mofion of her hand, she said, ‘Go away, I don’t want 
you, I wont go with you.” And then, becoming perfectly composed, 
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casting her eyes up to heaven, with a sweet smile, silently commend- 
ing her spirit to God, she fell asleep in Christ, a few minutes after 12 
o’clock. 

And now, my dear readers, what improvement ought we to make 
of this dispensation of Providence ? 

Let her afflicted parents and relatives, remember the words which 
she spake unto them, as if directed from on high, warning them of the 
danger of continuing in sin; and exborting them to pray, that they 
might meet her again in heaven. 

Let other parents, and all who are engaged in the education of chil- 
dren, here learn the importance of early religious instruction. In the 
morning let them sow their seed, and in the evening withhold not their 
hand, for they know not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they shall be both alike good. 

And you, my dear children, bear in mind the example of little Mary 
Gosner, who was dutiful to her parents; respectful and affectionate 
towards her teachers, and above all, mindiul of her Creator. Like 
her, improve the opportunities, with which you are favoured in the 
kind providence of God, of receiving religious instruction. Read your 
bibles. Commit large portions of scripture to memory ; learn your 
catechism and hymns, and whatever else will enlighten your minds, or 
improve your hearts. God grant you his grace, early to seek him: 
and when you come to die, may your last end be peace. | 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE.,. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK II. 
Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 193.) 


Ractne, impatient, and with threat’ning look, 
Heard bim the all-infernal. Now he wish’d, 
From ’mongst the rocks, tower-pil’d around his throne, 
To burl the mightiest o'er him ; but bis arm 

Sunk powerless with wrath. And now, again, 
He stampt and trembled sore by turns, and paus’d. 
Thrice bent his eyes, in grimmest ire, upon 

The power repentant. Rage gave darkest hue 
To the fiend’s frown; yet to assume a look, 
Disdainful, was impossible ; for there, 

In earnestness unfearing, stood before him 

Sad Abbadona. Adramelech, yet 

That foe to man, to God, and to his king, 

Now rose to speak: From out the veil, he said, 
Of gloomiest tempests, will | treat with thee, 
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Thou that dost gods insult. Meanest of those, 
Who live ’neath Satan, dost thou arm thyself 
’Gainst him and me? Ev’n wert thou agoniz’d, 

*Tis but to cleanse thy soul of its thick rust 

Of thoughts unworthy! Fly, thou thing of naught, 
Speed, pusilanimous, from out the realm 

Where but kings dwell ; and seek inanity! 

There pray the All-potent to create abodes 

Of sorrow for thyself: there live for ever. 

But thou would’st rather die? Annihilate 

With speed then that vile form, and, ’mid low prayers 
To him thou call’st the God of heaven, forsake 

For ever thine exalted, mightiest king, 

‘The future life-spring of unnumber’d worlds. 

*Tis what thou meritest. But Satan, thou, 

Thou and myself, will show this trembling crowd 
The awe of our dread arms ; with deeds so vast 
That, like the storm they shall fall on and crush. 
Come, for before my op’ning view are spread 
Labyrinths that tell of crime! Death dwells therein. 
No happiest egress, no delivering clue, 

Shall tear my victim forth. Yet should it e’en, 
Should He upon the throne breathe thoughts of heaven, 
Thoughts of Himself to fire them ; yet even then, 
Who could withstand the fire cloud which shall rise 
To exterminate ; as in those days of yore 

It spread around the lov’d of God, that Job 

Of his affections, though He view’d. O earth, 
Tremble ; for arm’d with hell and death we come ; 
And wo to him, who thinks but to resist us! 

Thus Adramelech spake; while swift flow’d out, 
With noise, the assembly, from that hall of awe. 
Like falling rock, with mighty foot now stampt 

Th’ arch-fiend and the depths re-echoed round ; 

And rush of voices sung aloud dread songs 

Of triumph near: Resounding from the east, 

Ev’n to opposing west, each one gave in 

Messias’ death. Since God had form’d mankind, 
Had ne’er creation view’d a scene like this ! 

The curs’d inventors, full of vengeful thoughts, 

Satan and Adramelech, left the throne ; 

And, as they went, the burning steps creak’d loud, 
Like breaking rocks; while acclamations peal’d, 

As they walk’d forth, and heighten’d more the pride 
Of those aspirers; and shouts followed 

Slow to the gates of hell, that guilty pair. 

Sole, Abbadona stood immoveable ; 

Then sigh’d and follow’d on the train from far ; 

Or to prevent the curs’d deed ; or, perchance, 
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To view its issue. Thus, approaching slow 
He gain’d the angel-guarded gates. How then 
Was it with thee, O Abbadona: there, 
Ev’n there, thou saw’st th’ unshaken Abdiel ! 
Sighing he turn’d away his looks. He thought 
Now to approach him; now, again, to bend 
His steps toward the boundless void and weep. 
Thus thought he, yet still wavering remain’d : 
Then trembled and advane’d. One effort more 
And he is near him. Abbadona’s heart 
Beat violent; and tears bedew’d his front, 
Such as but angels shed; while sobs went forth, 
Unknown to dying saints, that shook his frame. 
But Abdiel’s eye, unmoved, gaz’d upon 
The worlds of that Creator, whom alone 
He serv'd inviolate. The sun’s bright beams, 
* Young ‘mid the days of spring, and like those suns, 
That lov’d to rise upon the scarce form’d space,’ 
Play’d on the seraph ; but revived not 
Sad Abbadona. Lonely he went forth, 
And sigh’d within himself inconsolate : 
Abdiel, he said, and will’st thou alway tear 
Thyself from thy poor friend away ; and force 
Him e’er to seek his solitudes and sigh! 
O weep for me, ye sons of light, no more 
My friend of heaven loveth me: O weep! 
And fade ye bowers, where once in sweet converse 
We told of God and friendship! Lakes of heaven, 
By whose cool banks we us’d to embrace, and sing 
With voice of love the praise of the Eternal! 
Weep, too, for Abdiel is dead to me! 
O hell, thou nurse of pangs, retreat of wo; 
And thou, eternal night, lament with me! 
May my despair, and God precipitate 
This form from off thine awful rocks below ; 
For, ab, Abdiel is for ever dead. 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Tue thirty-fourth annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the state of Massachusetts was held in Trinity church, 
Boston, on the 16th of June, 1824; at which were present 9 presby- 
ters and 6 deacons of the clergy, and 20 lay delegates, the represen- 
tatives of 13 parishes. Marblehead, Ashfield, and Montague, Great 
Barrington, Lanesborough, and Lenox, Taunton, Cambridge and Hop- 
kinton were not represented. Divine service commenced at 9 o’clock, 
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A.M. Morning prayer was read by the Rev. George Griswold, and 
a sermon delivered by the Bishop, after which the holy communion 
was administered. At half past twelve the Bishop took the chair 
and the convention proceeded to business. The Rev. Benjamin C, 
Cutler was re-elected secretary, and James C. Merrill, Esq. was elect- 
ed treasurer. A committee was appointed to nominate suitable per- 
sons as delegates to the next general convention, and for the standing 
committee. On their nomination the Rev. Doctors Gardiner and Jar- 
vis, the Rev. James Morss, and the Rev. Isaac Boyle, of the clergy, 
and Joseph Head, Esq. John Amory, Esq. Gardiner Greene, Esq. and 
the Hon. E, S. Rand, of the laity, were appointed delegates, and the 
Rev. Dr. Gardiner, the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, the Rev. Isaac Boyle, George 
Brinley, Esq. Mr. Thomas Clark, and Mr. Francis Wilby, the stand- 
ing committee. The committee appointed the last year to ‘+ consider 
the expediency and the means of instituting a fund for the relief of 
the widows and children of ministers of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this state,’ having, by a letter from their chairman, declin- 
ed considering the subject, the said committee were, on motion, dis- 
charged, and the following gentlemen, the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, the Rev. 
Titus Strong, the Hon, Dudley Atkyns Tyng, Mr, Francis Wilby, 
and Samuel Dunn Parker, Esq. were appointed as a new committee. 
The Rev. Mr. Eaton, James C. Merrill, Esq. and Samuel D. Parker, 
Esq. were appointed a committee to confer with a committee to be 
raised for the same purpose by the Massachusetts Protestant Episcopal 
Missionary Society, on the practicability and expediency of holding 
the annual meeting of the society, at the same time with that of the 
convention. 

On motion of the Hon, Dudley A. Tyng, seconded by Samuel Dunn 
Parker, Esq. the following resolutions relating to the church at Cam- 
bridge were unanimously adopted ; the second resolution having been 
previously amended so as to make the number of the committee seven. 


Whereas the church at Cambridge is in so ruinous a condition that 
divine service has been suspended therein for eighteen months last 
past, whereby the inhabitants of that town in communion with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church and those students in the university who 
have been educated in the church, have been and still are deprived of 
the privilege of worshipping God according to the ritual of their 
church ; and the said inhabitants from the fewness of their number 
are not able to meet the expense of making the necessary repairs of 
the church : 

And whereas certain individual efforts have been made, without 
effect, for the purpose of putting said church in decent repair, for the 
restoration of divine worsnip therein; 

And whereas it is, in the opinion of this convention, a matter of 
general concern to the Episcopalians in this commonwealth and eise- 
where in the United States, that their sons should enjoy equal advan- 
tages at the aniversity with the sons of those of other denominations 
ot professing Christians : 

lt is therefore resolved, as the sense of this convention, that a gene- 


ral and united effort ought to be made by the members of our Church 
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within this commonwealth to place the church at Cambridge in a 
suitable state of repair for the celebration of divine worship therein : 

Resolved, that be a committee to carry the object of this 
first resolution into effect; and that all sums contributed for this ob- 
ject be remitted to the said committee who will take the necessary 
measures for the judicious expenditure of all sums received by them 
in repairing said church. 


Whereupon the president appointed the following gentlemen mem- 
bers of the committee. The Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Rev. Mr. Eaton, the 
Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, Thomas Perkins, Esq. Samuel D. Parker, Esq. 
Mr. Francis Wilby, and James C. Merrill, Esq. 

The clergy having been called upon for their parochial reports, agree- 
ably to the forty-fifth canon, presented the same; of which the fol- 
lowing is an abstract.* 

On motion, resolved, that the next annual convention meet at Trini- 
ty church, Boston, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Voted, that the travelling expenses of the Bishop be paid by the 
treasurer from the diocesan fund, 

The Bishop was requested to appoint the preacher for the next an- 
nual convention ; and to close the session with prayer and the Epis- 
copal benediction. After which the convention adjourned. 





NEW YORK. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 230.) 


WE annex also as usual, a tabular view of the parochial reports,f 
which we are sorry to add are not yet complete. An unknown cor- 
respondent complained of our last report, not on the ground of its be- 
ing an unfaithful abstract from the journal, but of its being too faithful ; 
intimating that we ought to have taken for granted that the aggregate 
amount of communicants, &c. was not accurate, and that we should 
have concealed the defects of that important diocese. We are not 
disposed to take any thing for granted, or to practise any conceal- 
ment. We wish to know ourselves, and to let the world know the exact 
state of our Church. Increase of numbers is not always the test of cor- 
rect principles ; and our church is as pure while it isa little stone, as 
it would be if it had become a mountain. We have so far, how- 
ever, modified our present table as to “ take for granted,” in several 
cases where no reports have been made, that the number of commu- 
nicants is the same this year as the last. ‘The churches, for example, 
of Auburn, New Berlin, Hudson, Delhi, and Waterville, at the head 
of our table, are not mentioned in the reports of this year, though 
they were in 1822. We have therefore inserted the number of com- 
municants for that year. We do not think this right; and if we 
should be called upon to renew our present labour another year, shall 
not consider ourselves bound to take the pains of looking back to the 


years that are past. 


* See page 263 of this Number. t See page 259 and 264. 
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The amount of the fund for the support of the episcopate is 26,400 
dollars and 88 cents, secured in sundry bonds and mortgages, in stock 
of the United States, and stock of the state of New York. We are 
pleased to see the following resolution. 

‘¢ On motion, resolved, that every clergyman of this diocese shall 
present to the bishop, on the first day of every convention, the paro- 
chial report required by the 45th canon of the general convention of 
1808, and shall mention therein the amounts contributed in his parish, 
to the Episcopal, missionary, and diocesan funds, respectively ; and 
if no contribution shall have been made to these funds, or either of 
them, the fact shall be stated, and the reason for it assigned.’’ 

Standing committee—The Rev. William Harris, D. D., the Rev. 
William Creighton, the Rev. William Berrian, the Rev. Henry U. 
Onderdonk, M. D, Richard Harrison, Esy., William Ogden, Esq., 
Nicholas Fish, Esq., Henry Rogers, Esq. 

Episcopal Acts. 

The bishop during the year preceding the meeting of the conven- 
tion had admitted 5 to priest’s aud 9 to deacon’s orders, consecrated 
5 churches, laid the corner stone of a new church at New Rochelle, 
and administered confirmation in 8 churches. The number confirmed 
in the churches at Albany and Troy is not mentioned. In six, the 
number confirmed was 110. The illness of the bishop prevented any 
further visitation of the diocese. The sentence of suspension on the 
Rev. Timothy Clowes, LL. D. which had been pronounced October 
21,1817, was revoked September 23, 1823, the day before the bishop 
sailed for Europe, and Dr. Clowes was restored to the exercise of 
the official functions of a presbyter. The Rev. James P. Cotter, a 
presbyter, and the Rev, Asahel Davis, a deacon, have been degraded 
from their respective offices. ‘The present number of candidates for 
orders is 18. As the bishop sailed for Europe previous to the session 
of the convention, he left bis address in the bands of the secretary, by 
whom it was read. Beside the few particulars above enumerated, the 
address is principally occupied by a statement of the measures pur- 
sued in the case of Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., whom the bishop 
had formerly received, and had recently rejected as a candidate for 
orders. Dr. Ducachet having applied to the bishop of the Eastern 
Diocese, to be received by him as a candidate, Bishop Hobart in this 
address was pleased to publish the correspondence between him and 
Bishop Griswold. The views by which our own diocesan’s conduct 
has been governed, having been stated by him in bis address to the 
diocesan convention published in our number for January last, we 
think it obviously improper for us to enter into the merits of the case. 
We hope that this difference of opinion between the two bishops will 
not be suffered to injure the discipline or disturb the harmony of the 
Church ; and we cannot forbear from expressing the wish that a canon 
may be passed at the next general convention providing for a right of 
appeal in all cases in which a presbyter, deacon, or lay reader may 
consider himself as aggrieved by the decision of his bishop. Such a 
right of appeal existed by canon law in the ancient church, in the case 
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of a presbyter feeling himself aggrieved, and we see not why it should 
not be extended so as to embrace the present subject of discussion. 

The bishop concludes his address by the following expression of 
his feelings on the occasion of his departure. 

** At the moment of commencing what, I trust, will, through the 
blessing of Providence, be only a temporary separation from my dio- 
cese, | cannot refrain trom expressing my liveliest sensibility to the 
confidence with which my brethren of the clergy and laity have ho- 
noured me, and to the prompt and united support which they have 
given to my exertions to advance the interests of the kingdom of our 
Lord. ‘To this confidence and support, under God, must be princi- 
pally attributed whatever degree of success may have followed these 
exertions. In imploring for the clergy and the congregations of the 
diocese, the blessing of Almighty God, I trust | may hope tor their 
prayers for myself.” 

The address having been read, the convention gave utterance to 
their sentiments of respect and affection for the bishop, by unanimous- 
ly adopting the following preamble and resolutions : 

‘** Whereas the absence of the Right Rev. the bishop of this diocese 
from this convention, is owing to his having undertaken a voyage to 
Europe, in consequence of the declining state of his health; and 
whereas the members of this convention, actuated alike by strong teel- 
ings of personal respect and affection, and by a high sense of the Lene- 
fits which have accrued to our Church at large, and to this diocese in 
particular, from the frequent exertion of his talents in the elucidation 
and defence of the distinctive principles of our communion, from bis 
uniform fidelity, and unwearied activity, in the several functions oi his 
important stations in the Church, and especially from the disinierest- 
edness, zeal, and assiduity, with which he has ever guarded the in- 
terests, and promoted the prosperity, of this dioce-e, and engaged in 
all the duties devolving on him as its apostolick head, feel themselves 
cailed on to unite their’s to the many expressions of lively concern 
which his departure has occasioned ; theretore, 

‘* Resolved, unanimously, That this convention feels a deep solici- 
tude for the full recovery, and permanent re-establishment, of the 
health of the bishop of the diocese, his safety, and enjoyment while 
abroad, and his happy return ; and that to this end its members will 
ofier, and do hereby call on their brethren of the Church, to offer hum- 
ble and hearty prayers to the Father of mercies, through the merits 
of his Son Jesus Christ, that he will be pleased to bless, preserve, 
and keep, our beloved and right reverend father, to grant him an en. 
tire re-establishment of health, and a safe return to his diocese, his 
family, and his friends; and to bless us with a renewal, and long con- 
Linuance, of his valuable services and counsels. 

‘* Resolved, That an attested copy of the above preamble and re- 
solution be transmitted to the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart.” 
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